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century they commonly worked from six to six in spring and
summer (five to sunset in harvest), and from light to dark
in winter1.
Apart from those settled on the land there was the Harvest
migratory labour of a floating population, which providedlabour-
the additional assistance required at harvest-time. Hundreds
of Irish labourers with their wives and children crossed over
to England, and went back so destitute that the casual
charity of those whom they encountered alone saved them
from starvation 2. The high wages paid in Kent, famed for
its ' delicious orchards of cherries, pears and apples, and
great hop gardens ', attracted harvesters from neighbouring
counties, and the highways were thronged with ' troops of
workmen ' armed with sickles and scythes 3.
(n)
the system of agriculture
Throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth Defects
centuries the course of English rural life was profoundly ^^!^
disturbed by the conflict between those who wished to system.
preserve, and those who sought to destroy, the traditional
methods of common-field cultivation.    The defects of the
open-field  system,  which we have  described elsewhere4,
made it an easy target for attack.    It was a familiar com-
plaint that under a system of intermixed ownership c no man
can truly be master of his own' 5.   The common fields, in
which lay the dispersed strips of the different occupiers,    -
were subject to a uniform course of husbandry.   All land
was ploughed and sown alike, whatever the nature of the
soil, instead of appropriating each kind to the use for which
it was best adapted.   The open-field farmer was thus bound
by a common rotation of crops, and his freedom of action
1 Annals of Agriculture, xxi. 169;   aodi. 367 ;   Davis, Agriculture of
Wiltshire (1794), qo.
 *	Hist. MSS. Comm. Somerset, 338 (1748).   The J.P.'s of Essex and
Pembrokeshire complained of their immigration under Charles I.:  State
Papers Domestic, 1628-1629, pp. 258, 358, 495.
 *	Hist. MSS. Comm. Portland, ii. 280 (1681).
 *	Supra, vol. i. 75 seq.
» Hist. MSS. Comm. Beaulieut 107 (temp. James I.).

